Czech Republic

Area

The Czech Republic is situated in the centre of Europe and sometimes it is called the heart of Europe.
It has borders with Poland in the north, Germany in the west, Austria in the south and Slovakia.

The Czech Republic covers an area of 78 864 square km.

Countries

The country comprises three historical lands - Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia.

Bohemia — the western part, home of most of people and industry, and Moravia— the eastern part,
more sparsely populated and agricultural, except around the city of Ostrava. Although usually
included in Moravia, the area around Ostrava is actually a part of Silesia.

Population

The population of the Czech Republic is over 10,3 million inhabitants. The density is 131 people per 1
square km. A majority of the people live in Bohemia. The biggest city is the capital — Prague which
has a population of 1,2 million people. Some other big cities in the Czech Republic are e.g. Brno,
Ostrava, Olomouc, Plzen, Hradec Kralové etc.

The major nationalities living in Czech republic are Czech and Moravian, but there are also minority
groups such as the Silesians, Romes, Poles, Germans, Ukrainians and Russians.

Language

Czech is the only official language of the Czech Republic, and it is spoken by about 96% of the
population. Besides this, other languages can be heard here, particularly Slovak, German, Polish and
Romany.

Czech Symbols

The Czech Flag

The Large National Coat of Arms

The Small National Coat of Arms

The Flag of the President of the Republic: with a motto ‘The Truth Prevails’
The National Seal

The National Colors: red, white and blue- the arrangement called the tricolor.
The Czech National Anthem: Where is my home?

Currency

The Czech unit of currency is the crown (korun or koruna, abbreviated Kc) and the heller (haler or
haleru, abbreviated hl). One hundred hellers equal one crown. Banknotes come in denominations of
20, 50, 100, 200, 500, 1,000, 2,000 and 5,000 crowns. Coins are available in values of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20
and 50 crowns, as well as 50 hellers.

Mountaines

Almost all the main mountain regions are situated along the nation’s borders. These mountains are
named: the Sumava, the Kru§né Mountains, the Jizerské Mountains, the Krkonoge with our highest
mountain Snézka 1602 m above sea level, the Orlické Mountains, the Jeseniky and the Beskydy. There
are also some hilly regions within the country, such as the Czechmoravian highlandand the sandstone
region of the Cesky r4j (Bohemian Paradise). We can find lowlands along the rivers. The biggest of
them is Polabska lowland. There are good conditions for agriculture.

Waters

The Czech Republic has many rivers. Rivers belong to the North Sea, the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea
basins. Bohemia has the largest rivers, the Vltava (the longest one — 433 km in CR) and the Labe (390

km in CR, 1165 km in all countries) into which the Vltava disembogues and which (as the Labe) flows
to the North Sea. In Moravia there are the following rivers: the Morava in the east, along the border



with Slovakia, and the Dyje in the south near the Austrian border. They both join the Danube, which
flows into the Black Sea. Northern Moravia has two small rivers, the Odra and the Opava which flow
through Poland into the Baltic Sea.

There is also a large and well-known fishing area in southern Bohemia, around the towns of Ttebon
and Jindfichiiv Hradec. In the Czech Republic there are about 21 000 ponds, the largest ofthem is
Rozmberk, which has 489 hectares. The largest natural lake is the Black Lake (Cerné jezero) in the
Sumava, which has 18,4 hectares.

Despite the industrialisation, the Czech Republic is one of the most heavily forested countries in
Europe. Around one-third of the total area of the country is forested, mostly by coniferous trees.
Unfortunately these trees are sensitive to acid rains. This fact is especially obvious in the devastated
forests in northern Bohemia.

Economy and industry:

The most important part of our economy is engineering (machine tools, locomotives, tractors, and
agricultural machines). Other important branches are metallurgical and chemical industries and
tourism, textile and glass industries have a long tradition. One of our most significant raw materials is
coal. Black coal and anthracite are to be found mainly in the Ostrava Coal Basin, but also in the area
of Kladno and elsewhere. Because of intensive mining these regions are the most polluted ones in the
Czech Republic. The supplies of brown coal or lignite can be found in the North Bohemia Coal Basin
and in Western Bohemia in the Sokolov Basin. We also hove minor supplies of iron ore, uranium and
oil. Our rich deposits of kaolin and clay are important for the ceramics and glass industries as well as
limestone for the building industry. Also agriculture in our republic is developed enough. The most
fertile soil is in South Moravia. The main items grown there are wheat, sugar-beet, maize, grapes, hops
and fruits. In animal production the most important are cattle-breeding and pig-breeding. Fish-
breeding, especially carp-breeding can be found in South Bohemia, in the region called Tiebotisko.
Bohemia and Moravia are quite rich in mineral springs and spas (Karlovy Vary, Marianské 1azné,
Frantiskovy lazné, Podébrady, Luhacovice,...).

Climate, weather

The Czech weather is moderate but unpredictable. The climate in general is temperate, but the Czech
Republic is positioned in the territory where various coastal and continental frontal systems fight for
dominance in central Europe, so one is never sure what to expect. It is a fairly wet country, except in
the height of summer.

Places of interest

Besides Prague, which is in the centre of tourists’ attention — we can find there a lot of historical sights
representing all the architectural styles — there are many other interesting places which are worth
visiting in the Czech Republic.

Kutna Hora is a nice historical town with a Gothic Cathedral of St. Barbora. Cesky Krumlov in
southern Bohemia as well as Tel¢ or Slavonice in southern Moravia are towns where we can see fine
examples of the Renaissance architecture.

There are also many castles in our country, for example Karl$tejn — founded by the King Charles IV in
14th century, Hluboka, Konopisté, Ktivoklat and so on. In the west there are Karlovy Vary and
Marianské Lazné€ — our well-known spas. The KrkonoSe mountains are one of our national parks of the
country. Here you can go for a hike on one of many marked paths. The mountains are lovely in every
season of the year.



Ceski republika

Oblast

Ceska republika je situovana v centru Evropy a nékdy to je nazvané srdce Evro py. To ma hraniéi s Polskem na severu, Némecko na zapadg,
Rakousko na jihu a Slovensku.

Ceska republika pokryva oblast z 78 864 ¢tvereéniho km.

Zemé

Zemé zahrnuje tii historické zemé - Cechy, Moravu a Slezsko.

Cechy — zépadni &ast, domov vétsin lidi a pr imyslu, a Moravy — vychodni &sti, vice fidce osidleny a zemédélsky, kromé po mésté Ostravy.
Ackoli obvykle zahrnuty v Moravé, oblast kolem Ostravy ve skutecnosti je soucasti Slezska.

Obyvatelstvo

Obyvatelstvo Ceské republiky je ptes 10,3 milion obyvatelt . Hustota je 131 lidi za 1 &tvereéni km. A vétdina lidi Zije v Cechach. Nejvétsi
mésto je velkd — Praha kterd m4 obyvatelstvo 1,2 milionu lidi. N&jaké dalsi velkomésta v Ceské republice jsou napiiklad Brna, Ostrava,
Olomouc, Plzef, Hradec Kralové atd

Vyznamnéj$i narodnosti Zijici v &eské republice jsou Geskomoravské, ale tam jsou také mensiny takové jak Slezan, Rimy, Polaci, Némci,
Ukrajinci a Rusi.

Jazyk

Cech je jen utednik jazyk Ceské republiky, a to je mluveny asi 96 % obyvatelstvo. Vedle tohoto, dalsi jazyky mohou byt slyset zde, zvlaste
slovensky, némecky, polstina a cikan.

Ceské symboly

Ceska vlajka

Velké narodni erby

Malé narodni erby

Vlajka z prezidenta republiky: s heslem ' Truth vitézi'

Narodni pecet’

Narodni barvy: ¢erveny, bily a modry - uspofdddani nazvalo trikoldru.

Ceska narodni hymna: Kde domov miij?

Ména

Ceska ménové jednotka je koruna (korund nebo koruna, zkraceny Kc) a haléf (halét nebo haleru, zkraceny hl). Jedno sto haléfe se rovnaji
jedné koruné. Bankovky vstoupi oznaceni z 20, 50, 100, 2 00, 500, 1,000, 2,000 a 5,000 koruny. Penizy jsou dostupné na hodnoté z 1, 2, 5,
10, 20 a 50 koruny, stejné jako 50 haléte.

Mountaines

Témeft celé hlavni horské oblasti jsou situované podél narodnich hranic. Tyto hory jsou pojmenované: Sumava, Kruiné Mount  ains, Jizerské
Mountains, Krkonose s nasi nejvyssi horou Snézka 1602 m nad mofem, Orlické Mountains, Jeseniky a Beskydy. Tam je také néjaké
kopcovité regiony uvnitt zemé, takového jak Czechmoravian vysoiny a regionu piskovee Cesky raje (bohémsky Paradise) . My miizeme
najit niziny podél feky. Nejvétsi o nich je Polabska nizina. Tam jsou dobré podminky pro zemé&d&lstvi.

Vody

Ceska republika ma mnoho fek. Reky naleZi k severu Sea, Baltska mote a dernomotskd umyvadla. Cechy maji nejvétsi feky, Vitava (
nejdelsi jeden —433 km v CR) a Labe (390 km v CR, 1165 km ve vSech zemich) do které Vltava se vyléva a které (jak Labe) teCe k severu
Sea. V Moravé tam jsou nasledujici feky: Morava na vychod€, podél hrani¢i se Slovenskem, a Dyje na jihu blizko rakouské hranice. Oni oba
pripoji se k Dunaji, ktery viéva se do Cerného mote. Severni Morava ma dva malé toky, Odra a Opava které protéct Polskem do Baltského
mofe.

Tam je také velky a znamy rybatsky oblast v jiznich Cechach, kolem mést Teboti a Jindfichtiv Hradec. V Ceské republice tam jsou asi 21
000 rybniky, nejvétsi o nich je Rozmberk, které méa 489 hektart. Nejvétsi ptirodni jezero je Black Lake (Cerné jezero) v Sumava, které ma
18,4 hektary.

Navzdory industrializaci, Ceska republika je jednim z vétsiny hust& zalesnény ch zemi v Evropé&. Kolem jedné tietiny celkového mnozstvi
oblasti zem¢ je zalesnény, vétsinou stromy jehli¢natymi. Bohuzel tyto stromy jsou citlivé na kysely dést. Tento fakt je zvlaste ziejmy v
devastovanych lesich v severnich Cechach.

Ekonomika a primysl:

Vétsina dilezité role nasi ekonomiky konstruuje (obrabéci stroje, lokomotivy, traktory, a zemédélské stroje). Dalsi dilezité vétve jsou
metalurgické a chemické pramyslové odvétvi a turistiky, textilni a sklenéné pramyslové odvétvi ma dlouhou tradici. Jed en z nasich
nejvyznamnéjsich surovin je uhli. Cerny uhli a antracit ma byt hlavné nalezeny v Ostravé uhelné panvi, ale také v oblasti Kladno a jinde.
Kviili intenzivnim dolovéni témto regiontim jsou nejvice zne¢isténi jeden z Ceské republiky. Zasoby hnédého uhli nebo hnédého uhli mohou
byt nalezeny na severu Ceska uhelna panev a ve Western Bohemiaovi v Sokolov Basin. My jsme také zvedali mensi zésoby Zelezné rudy,
uranu a oleje. Nage bohaté depozity kaolinu a jilu jsou dileZité pro keramiky a sklenény pramysl ovy odvétvi stejné jako vapenec pro
pramysl stavebni. Také zemé&d¢lstvi v nasi republice je vyvinuty dost. Nejvice trodné ptida je v South Moraviaovi. Hlavni polozky vzrostly
tam jsou psenice, cukrova fepa, kukufice, hroznova vina, poskoky a plody. V Zivo¢i§ né vyrobé nejdilezit&jsi jsou pastvinaistvi a chovu
prasat. Rybné hospodaistvi, zvlasté kaprovy - chov miize byt nalezeny v South Bohemiaovi, v regionu nazvaném Ttebotisko. Cechy a Morava
jsou docela bohata na zfidla a lazné (Karlovy Vary, Marianské 1azng, Fr antiskovy lazn¢, Podébrady, Luhacovice, ...).

Klima, pocasi

Ceské pocasi je mimy ale nepfedvidatelny. Klima obecné je mirny, ale Ceska republika je umistény v teritoriu kde riizné pobiezni a
kontinentalni frontalni systémy bojuji za nadvladu v Stiedni Evropé , tak jeden nikdy je si jist co oekavat. To je docela mokra zemé, s
vyjimkou vyse 1éta.

Pamétihodnosti

Kromé Prahy, ktera je v centru turistické pozornosti — my mizeme najit tam hodné historickych pozoruhodnosti reprezentujicich celych
stavebnich stylti — jsme tam mnoho dalgich zajimavych mist ktera ma cenu navitiveni v Ceské republice.

Kutna Hora je hezké historické mésto s goticky Cathedral ze St. Barbora. Cesky Krumlov v jiznich Cechach stejné jako Tel¢ nebo Slavonice
v jizni Moravé jsou mésto kde my muzeme vidét pékné piiklady renesanéni architektury.

Tam jsou také mnoho hradl u nas, naptiklad Karlstejn — zalozeny kralem Charlesem IV v 14. stoleti, Hluboka, Konopisté, Kfivoklat a tak
dale. Na zapadé tam jsou Karlovy Vary a Marianské Lazné¢ — nase znamé lazné. Krkonoge hory jsou jedny z nasich narodnich parkt zemé.
Zde vy muzZete jit pro vylet na jeden z ¢etnych znacenych cest. Hory jsou milé v kazdém obdobi roku.



