The Taste of Watermelon
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The taste of Watermelon is a story written by Borden Deal and it is narrated in
first person by a 16 vear old boy who has just moved from the town to the
countryside and has a crush on Willadean Wills. He is described through indirect
characterization by showing his actions, such as when he tries to steal the
watermelon in a bright night knowing that Mr. Wills, Willadean’s father, is patrolling
it, in order to fit in on the new group. By this we get to know that he is a brave and
consistent boy who does whatever to get what he wants. Mr. Wills, was the best
farmer, he transmitted fear and imposed respect. He raised excellent
watermelons. He was possessive and protective, selfish and competitive, which is
shown through his actions, by indirect characterization, such as when he stays with
the watermelons seeds, without lending not even one to his neighbours, in order to
save the best ones only for him. Or through description, direct characterization,
such as shown in this statement: “WWWWC?C/VWLQ(é%W
wete eves n&%%cg\%ws m%%‘éc‘@w»c‘{o N0 ZY 3%
Wv%%c" The narrator wants to steal the best watermelon in order to challenge
himself, for approval and integration, and to conquer Willadean, a slim and tall girl
of which evervone is in love with. She is described in a direct and indirect way, by
description and retelling. The story has a direct type of opening due to setting and
sifuation details are described in the beginning. Setting takes place in the
countryside, where a bunch of farmers live. It is set in the states because of the
language used. For example ‘golly’ and ‘gosh’. It is set in around the 1970s, the

time it was written in. We could divide the passage from page 316 according to



the difference in content between the first part, in which the narrator describes
through dialog and retelling what is happening, and the second part in which,
among other things, he shows his feelings and opinion towards the events.

The first part could be from the beginning of the passage until the moment the
narrator starts to give his point of view of what happened, until "... W&y go¥F W
CgVCg C%W v gore.” Which is all shown with literal language The narrative

methods could be either direct, by retelling and description of actions and events,

such as shown in this statement "VEMCQV;VE wc?d%'s%yv&qeveﬁ 5% v
v Sorx £ wGorrh PS> Ge W WIS BV WEIFTOW,

comer!t%o%’ ‘k@ic FEFE ¥ Or indirect, through dialog, for
example: “ ‘PIB\'ve SKER Sy seel$cWr' WE \ewd"'ﬂé\‘ﬁ ‘(W . i
£t = Hoe. " N this part of the passage, different themes emerge, such as
confusion shown in the statement “M% WWWC?%C%?J C%W”% 1z e
f)fc/!”?cgfmcgﬁrﬂ!fﬂi% Céﬁo »s.” or Violence, regarding Mr. Wills as
shown here too: “MEW WEwSwE %W»ove%%c/f%m%z
Wa##'. Characters are described indirectly through their actions, in first place, Mr.
Wills is described as a violent and impulsive man who is protective of his
watermelons and seeds, we get o know this due to he spends whole nights
patrolling them and taking care, mavbe because he is a very competitive man.
His violence is shown in this statement: “W W%veé%’,y t‘iﬂcgvcg

N ( /. ZAVA o Lt ac) %7 Narrator's father is the other character

described in this first part of the passage. He is characterized as a brave and
caring man, who makes himself responsible for the rest of the people in the village

by facing Mr. Wills who is being overwhelmed by his own anger, which is possible



to see here: “Mv t‘éﬂﬁ%%w m;w&ﬁé wc?%e %’ng >4
1wl oI 1 W it W ST o i W gt
Eew%eébve%'vweﬂ\i v c\ves gﬂc@,w% = A

The second part of the division of this passage, would start in the paragraph ‘W
scgv Vk‘@c@ KB W FEAZ” that is when the narrator, starts to give his
opinion and feelings about what has happened, and would finish at the end of
the passage. The second part it is still narrated with a literal language and the
narrative methods used are direct, through retelling and descriptions of actions
and events, and indirect through dialogues. The themes that emerge in this
second part, could be either, fear, as shown here: 'PEED FO W fke'!f%wc%’
e schfzg o7 PH se. %@ﬁc@%’x o T4 s&@o Rt cgf’
we ¥ wi¥o fmf)oﬁa or regret, from the boy who is ashamed of what he did, such
as shown in this statement: ‘chv% ¥o wobzery W %’0%4&% Cﬂ(’w
s‘téf’w%.'éo m:éc% 40%". Characters are described through
indirect methods by showing their opinions and feelings. Concerning Mr. Wills, in
the second part, he is shown as a person who suffers a lot, and goes through a lot
of pain and grief. He was very protective of his family and looked after them as

good as he could by raising the best watermelons, this is shown in this statement:

“. P C%'c/ﬁﬁves % ‘t{fﬁ o,'}%’)ewab,4ec/7bgr c%zx %’ewabﬁm
Y% wo !.‘éc‘% %ec‘,’c%ﬂ.é m@Wo !‘?)124% seelrowE
gﬁc@sﬁeﬂbcfﬁ W WOl As regards the narrator, who is also described
in this part of the passage, he is shown as a sensible boy who is ashamed of his
actions, and felt guilty of what he did. We can observe that he was a bit naive

and he was not conscious of the consequences his actions could bring, as shown



in this statement: ‘WS WERREZ o0 ErPBs PENE, S WEo f»véwc"

s> c% 4ok, 'C.‘/‘Pjevefseebc/’;ﬁw»%xgcﬁ, c% ? e Ws%n;ﬂ
We can conclude that this passage is very important in the plot due to the fact
that it is the moment of climax after which everything changes, new themes

emerge, and there is a very effective and detailed description which was all

explained in the previous paragraphs.



