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Without the advances of technology, the development of the humanities and the
arts would have been slower. The relation between technology and science is more
difficult to define, and the two are often confused. Early technology, as manifested from
the Stone Age to the Iron Age, was based on experience rather than on science. Science
was not concretized as a body of knowledge when fire was discovered. We can infer that
technology came way before science was established. Science was unknown for
thousands of years before the dawn of recorded history. Nevertheless many significant
discoveries and inventions were made during this prescience time. One of these
discoveries was that fire could be harnessed and put to work.

While some animals have an instinctive fear of fire, humans somehow
discovered that fire could be controlled and kept in one place. No one knows exactly
when this discovery was first made. However, archaeologists have found that during the
Ice Age humans used fire for cooking and to keep warm. Today this very same source of
heat is used to produce steam for turbines.

Science was the domain of the philosopher, while technology was in the hands
of the craftsman. The two were not reconciled until the 16th century when Francis Bacon
suggested that scientists should study the methods of craftsmen and that craftsmen should
understand more science. Yet science generally lagged behind technology. It was only in
the middle of the 19th century that the advances of science began to lead engineering and

technology, a situation taken for granted today.



Technology has made modern society possible. It has increased the human life
span and allowed a healthier life. It has added to leisure time and reduced the long hours
of work.

Technology can allow the world to feed itself. It has reduced the effects of natural
catastrophes such as famines and floods. The world is now a smaller place where people
can readily communicate with each other and travel rapidly anywhere. Technology has
raised the standard of living, at least in the developed nations, to a point unimaginable
only a century ago.

Just imagine the life with the people of the ancient times unable to discover
certain things that sound so simple in the modern times. A person living in this generation
may not care so much about how fire was discovered as he or she is too engrossed with
the wonder of microwave technology that substitute the use of fire in various activities.
Nevertheless, innovation is not possible without having the earliest technological
methods discovered. People must not also undermine the technology that relied on stones
during the ancient times. It is the technology that gave the production of today’s most
advanced tools achievable. The early aqueducts and systems of irrigation are great
contributions in the evolution of the water system in almost all places in the world. The
people have experienced improvements in agriculture. The technology of the ancient
river-valley civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt has become a strong basis for the
modern design of most countries’ flood control system. Other contributions in philosophy
and the early sciences provided strong foundations in today’s political, social, and

economic systems.



Yet a dark side of technology persists. While technology was used by early
civilizations to improve their defense and warfare systems, it is also likely that people of
the modern era have invested in the same activity. The threat of nuclear war is foremost,
though other dangers are also frightening. Shifting balance of power among countries, the
territorial aggressions of several states, and the threat of worldwide terrorism have all
made the people of the world vulnerable to the detriments of high-powered technology.
While people of the ancient times invested so much of their time, effort, and resources in
making weapons and horse-drawn chariots, people of today are discovering new viruses
to make biological warfare possible. If that happens, the threat would be more difficult to
contain for the threat is not visible anymore. This surely leads to an insecure and paranoid
world. The effects of dumping poisonous waste and the continued pollution of the
atmosphere are but two examples. Although 20th-century technology has created more
jobs than have been lost, it still has left many individuals unemployed. The world has
become smaller as compared to the ancient times, but social and political institutions

have not kept pace as periods change.



