Fote and Free WiLLL

Fate Ls described as the power that determines the outcome of events
before they oceur, while free will is the act of freedom towards a decision.
Oedipus’s fate was determined before he was born, Yyet he took it binto his
own free will to end up the way he did.

The vole of fate was simple; Oedipus would RLLL his father and
marry his mother. Oedipus tried to prevent his fate by running away
from his alleged parents, but the gods would still cause a catastrophe in
Oedipus’s Life. The powers of the gods determined the events that occurred,
such as, him marrying his actual mother and killing his father.

Owne example of Oedipus’s free will was the fact that he took it upon
himself to travel from Corinth to Thebes so that he would not have the
opportunity to kill his adopted father and marry his adopted mother.
Awnother example of Oedipus showing free will arose whew he killed Laius.
He could have Let Latus pass without any confrontation but tnstead killed
him over who wouldl pass tn the street first. This caused a Lot of turmoll tn
Thebes and nervous tension tn Oedipus’s Life. Oedipus utilized his free
will by not Listening to people who told him his fate; for example, when
Tiresias told Oedipus his fortune, that he would RILL his father and marry
his mother, Cedipus tmmediately brushed him off and condenmmned him.
Before Oedipus stabbed his eyes out, he proclaimed, “you shall not see me
nor vy erbme, not see my present shame, go davie for all thme blind.” He

toole it upon himself to thrust his eyes out. He did this because he couldn't



bare the shame of his Life and he did not want to see what his Life would
tronsplre to be.

while the outcome was predetermined, Oedipus used his free will to
determing how the events leading to the outcome would happen. The gods
kinew what would happen to Oedipus in the end, but did not take it upon
themselves to malke it occur. The act of Cedipus actually killing Latus,
his veal father, and marrying his mother, was his act of free will even
though the outcome of the event was already predestined. While Oedipus
tried to find out his true tdentity and find the killer of Latus he only
tried to prevent his downdfall once, in the beginning of the play and that
was by Leaving Corinth to get away from his asswmed parents. During
his relon he did wot try to prevent his downfall. if he wanted to prevent his
ruin he coulol have found out the truth secretly or he could have taken it
upon himself to Look for Laius’s Riller or he could have kept the news to
himself anol no one would have ever kinown.

In concluston, fate and free will took place tn the play. The gods
kRinew what would happen to Oedipus and however Oedipus determined him
self Ls how it would oceur. It Leads to wonder Lf our Lives are head by free

will or fate or If they go hand and hand.



