Charlie Classics

‘Hvsterical and Vindictive' is that a better description of Electra or Phaedra?
(including plan)

At the beginning of Hippolvtus when we are infroduced to Phaedra she
would certainly be described as ‘hysterical’, she is panic-stricken and frantic
because of her sudden love for her step-son Hippolvtus. Before she reveals to
her nurse why she is so panicked she is clearly in an unstable state and is
repeatedly described as ‘mad’. | would say that her behaviour at the
beginning of the play defines being ‘hysterical’ but once the play progresses
she calms down because she believes the nurse if going to help her. It seems
like an overreaction but hysteria cannot be controlled and Phaedra is
certainly not in control of her feelings.

Electra however, | would not describe as ‘hysterical’, her behaviour is more
on the side of grieving and lamenting the murder of her father. When we
meet her she is clearly seen lamenting at his grave and cursing the fact that
her mother killed her father. However | believe she that the further through
the play and the more we discover about her character, the more we would
be tempted to call her ‘*hysterical’. This is especially obvious when she hears
the news of her brother- Orestes- death. She exclaims ‘My God! My God!’,
here she is so overcome with grief that she does become slightly hysterical
but more heartbroken than anything. However she is not as hysterical as
Phaedra is at the beginning of Hippolytus.

Once the nurse in Hippolvytus speaks to him and he becomes enraged, this is
when Phaedra’s vindictive side becomes apparent. She swiftly moves from
hysterical to vindictive and immediately feels she needs to exact revenge on
Hippolvtus solely because he rejected her. Surprisingly even though it was the
nurse that caused the frouble by telling him what she swore she wouldn't-
Phaedra only seems to want revenge on Hippolytus and not the nurse. She is
now inconsolable with rage and her last act is to get revenge on Hippolvtus.
Phaedra is found dead in the middle of the play, she had hung herself. In her
hand Theseus found a piece of paper blaming Hippolvtus for her death and
accusing him of attacking her. She used her death as a way of blaming the
one she loved and this is extremely vindictive because now she has taken her
own life, her accusations can never be disproven (or so she thought).

In Electra from beginning to end she is clearly vindictive, even when her sister
comes out to lay offerings on Agamemnon’s grave she seems to only think of
the hatred she has for Clytemnestra. She appears to be constantly plotting
and trving to make her mother’s life worse, especially when she is told
explicitly to stop lamenting, she argues with her. Her hatred and spiteful
feelings towards her mother continue throughout the play, however she
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seems less vindictive than Phaedra by the end of the play. This is because
once Orestes has revealed that he is still alive, it is he and the Paedagogus
that carry out the deed of kiling Clytemnestra and Aegisthus, not Electra. She
is not personally affecting anvything and takes no action, she just allows the
men to do what she has longed for.

For these reasons, | believe that Phaedra more suitably fits the fitle of
‘hysterical and vindictive’'. This is because she is clearly hysterical with her
wailing and pretending to be mad to hide her love for Hippolytus and her
dving act is that of a malicious and vindictive nature (this is all caused by
Aphrodite who is jealous of Hippolvtus’ love for Artemis.) Electrais also
hysterical and vindictive but her actions are a lot less effective than
Phaedra’s, who takes it upon herself to exact revenge.

Plan for Phaedra

We have just discovered that Aphrodite has put a curse on her so that she must falll
in love with her step son- Hippolvtus. We feel sympathy for Phaedra here becaus e
we can see what the love has done to her and we can see to what extent the love
tortures and torments her, because she has no choice but to love him. “...now the
wretched woman, groaning and reduced to madness by love's cruel jabs, is dving
without speaking a word.”

She has resorted to drastic measures because she is in the agony of love, she cannot
confide in anyone so that makes her suffering even harder on her. Here the nurse
and chorus-leader are deliberating what could be wrong with her. We feel sorr v for
Phaedra because of her pain and the fact that she must endure it alone (for now)
“Kill herself, vou sav2 Well, her refusal of food is certainly likely to remove her from
life.”

We feel sorry for her because even though she has been promised that the nurse will
not say anvthing to him and will find her a charm - vet this all goes terribly wrong and
the nurse eventually tells Hippolytus and this ultimately causes the suicide of
Phaedra. She was betraved by the only person she confided in, so we sympathis e
with Phaedra. "But in so dving i will prove deadly to another’s life, to teach him not
to friumph over my downfall...then her shall learn what restrain is”
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